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SENT DEPARTMENT 2111, ClNCPAC^FOR POLAD 692 J REPEATED INFORMATION 
GENEVA 35 , MANILA 348, SAIGON 5 O 6 , VIENTIANE 94l , LONDON 258 , 
CANBERRA 1 63 » KARACHI 1 86 */ WELLINGTON 110, PARIS 249, 

ClNCPAC UNNUMBERED 

GENEVA FOR FECON 

SEATO 


TURNING MOMENTARILY TO NORTH VIETNAM, FRENCH REP SAID FRENCH 
OFFICIAL FROM HANOI NOW VSITJNG BANGKOK REPORTS SEVERE 
FAMINE IN NORTH VIETNAM. RICE RATIONS TOTALS 9 KILOS PER 
MONTH AND ONLY 5 OO GRAMS NEAT WHEN AVAILABLE. NEW RATION 
CARDS REQUIRED EVERY FORTNIGHT, PEOPLE FAINTING ON STREETS, 

AND POLICE CONTROL TIGHTENING. IN THIS OFFICIALS VIEW, FAMINE 
IS ONE MAJOR MOTIVATING FACTOR BEHIND VJETCONG GUERRILLA 
ACTIVITIES IN SOUTH VIETNAM. FRENCH REP WILL HAVE FURTHER 
CONSULTATIONS AND EXPECTS RECEIVE EXTENSIVE REPORT' WHICH HE 
HOPES MAKE AVAILABLE OTHER COUNCIL REPS NEXT MTG. 

ALL COLJNClL REPS EXPRESSED DEEP INTEREST IN US PLANS FOR SOUTH 
VIETNAM AS I HAD OUTLINED. AUSTRALIAN REP PARTICULARLY INTERESTED 
IN NEW DEVELOPMENTAL PLANS BUT SAID HE ALSO PLEASED US NOT 
NEGLECTING OLDER HETHOD WHICH POSSIBLY NOT FULLY EXPLOITED 
IN PAST. STOPPING TERRORISM AND REINFORCING RURAL POPULACE 
IS AT HEART OF VIETNAM PROBLEM HE FELT SURE AUSTRALIA WOULD 
WISH JOIN US IN PROGRAM FOR SOUTH VIETNAM AND BELIEVES AUSTRALIAN 
EXPERIENCES NEW GUINEA AND MALAYA MIGHT BE HELPFUL. PHILIPPINE 
REP BELIEVES HIS GOVT COULD PROVIDE EXPERT ADVICE AND ASSISTANCE 

IN VIEW 
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IN VIEW ITS EXPERIENCE WITH HUK PROBLEM. HE ALSO SUGGESTED 
OPERATION BROTHERHOOD MEDICAL ACTIVITIES MIGHT BE EXTENDED 
TO VIETNAM. NEW ZEALAND REP SIMILARLY EXPRESSED INTEREST AND 
FELT HJS GOVT MJGHT TAKE PART. 

WE THEN HELD BRIEF DISCUSSION LAOS CEASE-FIRE SITUATION AND 
GENEVA CONF. AUSTRALIAN REP TERMED PRESENT SITUATION "GLOOMY" 
AND REFERRED TO DISCOURAGING EXPERIENCE OF HAVING TO SIT 
AROUND SEATO TABLE WHILE SITUATION GREW WORSE. AUSTRALIA 
DOUBTS WHETHER WHAT IS LEFT OF LAOS CAN BE SAVED. SAID NO SEATO 
MEMBER CAN CLAIM IT HELPED,, 6 ITU AT I ON MATERIALLY, YET NONE 
SHOULD TAKE MAJOR BLAME. WE MUST NOW CONCENTRATE EFFORTS. IN 
PREVENTING LAO DISEASE FROM ERUPTING INTO REST OF SEA. 

I NOTED VICE PRES, PARTICULARLY IN TAIPEI AND BANGKOK, HAD MADE 
UNMISTAKE ABLY CLEAR PRES’ VIEW THAT IF GENEVA CONF FAILS OR 
MAJOR MILITARY ACTION RESUMED IN LAOS, WE MUST BE READY TAKE 
POSITIVE ACTION. 


! v* 


UK REP SAID HE HAD JUST RECEIVED LENGTHY PROGRESS REPORT FROM 
ICC WHICH UK EMB BANGKOK TELEGRAPHING TO CO-CHAIRMEN. IN HIS 
OPINION ICC HAS CLEAR VIEW OF SITUATION IN LAOS AND HAS PROVED 
ITS USEFULNESS. I TOOK EXCEPTION THIS COMMENT, REFERRING TO 
MOST RECENT MILITARY REPORTS SHOWING CONTINUED AGGRESSIVE 
ACTIVITIES BY PATHET LAO. I COMMENTED THIS DID NOT INDICATE 
CEASE-FIRE AS WE UNDERSTAND TERM. UK AND FRENCH REPS DEFENDED 
ICC, NOTING THEIR COMMUNICATION AND TRAVEL FACILITIES EXTREMELY 
LIMITED. FRENCH REP SAID THEY DEPENDING LARGELY ON FRENCH 
MILITARY COMMUNICATION SYSTEM FOR THEIR REPORTS FROM OUTLYING 
AREAS. I REPLIED THAT OUR REPORTS NOT AT ALL REASSURING AND THAT 
IN OUR VIEW COMMUNISTS HAVE NOT IN FACT STOPPED MILITARY ACTIVITIES 
AND THERE IS NOT AN UNQUALIFIED CEASE.-F1RE . AUSTRALIAN REP 
AGREED AND NOTED THAT PATHET LAO TROOP MOVEMENTS FROM JUONG 
SAI TO MUONG HOUN SEEM CLEARLY DESIGNED AS TAKEOVER MORE LAO 
TERRITORY. 

COMMENTING ON GENEVA CONF, I NOTED RUSSIANS STILL INSISTING ON 
VETO POWERS FOR ICC AND CATEGORICALLY OPPOSINGANY EFFECTIVE 
CONTROL MACHINERY. FRENCH REP TERMED RUSSIAN ATTEMPT TO REMOVE 
LAOS FROM SEATO UMBRELLA A FOOLISH MOVE. SAID IF THEY STILL 
FEAR SEATO, RUSSIANS MUST NOT BE SINCERE ABOUT ESTABLISHING 
NEUTRAL LAOS. 
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AT CONCLUSION DISCUSSION, I INFORMED COLLEAGUES OF US POSITION 
ON KENNEDY-KHRUSHCHEV MTG PLANNED FOR JUNE 3, DRAWING ON DEPClRTEL 
1823 J EMPHASIZED THERE WOULD BE NO NEGOTIATION ANY MAJOR 
1NTL PROBLEMS i I NVOLV 1 NG INTERESTS OF OTHER COUNTRIES. 


AGREED NEXT RESTRICTED SESSION JUNE 1. 


YOUNG 
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